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AnAppealetoall Engliſſimen, to judge between Bondageand Freedom, ſent from thoſe that 
began to digge uppon George Hill in Sarrey; but now are carrying on that publick work upon the little Heath, 


in the Pariſh of Con HAM, neare unto George Hill, wherein it 


warranted by Scripture, but by the Law of the Commoumnealihh of England like wile. 


Therefore let not Sottiſb coretouſneſſ: in the Gentrey, deny the poor or younger Brethren „their juſt | in the K:ngly and Leraly Power again, and declare_themſelves enemies to the 
Freedom to build and plant Corne upon the common waſt Land: nor fer {1liviſh fear, poſſeſſe the hearts | ment, and are Traytors to the Conmmmenwealth of England: And if ſo be they are to have no protection of 
of the poor, toRand in awe of the Nas Yoake any longer, ſeeing it is broke. Come, thoſe that are | the Les, that re fuſe to take the Engagement, ſurely they have loſt their protection by breaking cheir 
free within, turn your Swords into Plough-ſhares, and Speares into Pruning-hookes, afiditake Plow and | Engagement, and ſtand lyable to anfwer for their offences to their great charge and trouble, if any 
Spade, and break up the Common- Land, build you H»ules, fow Corne, and take poſſe ſſion of your own | will proſecure againſt them Therefore yon Exgliſimen, whethet Tenams oc labouring men, do not en- 


The common Land- hatli lain unmanured all the dayes of his King/y and Loydly Power over you, by rea- | for freedom, for the Army hath purchaſed your freedom. The Parliament hath: declared for your free- 

. ſom whereof; both you and your Fathers, (many of you) have been t urthened wich poverty, And that | dom, and all the Liwes of che Commonwealth are ybur protection, ſo that not hing is wanting on your 

Lind which would have been fruitfull with Corne, hath brought forth nothing but beach, nioſſe, furſeys, part, but courage and faithfulneſs, to put choſe Lawes in execution, and to tale poſſeſſion of your own 

and the curſe, according to the words of the Scriptures : A fruitful Land is made hren, becauſe of the | Land, which the Normen Power took from you. and hath kept from you about. 600. yeares, which you 
unrighteanſueſſe of the People that ruled therein, ana would not ſu fer it te be planted, becauſe they ould keep have now recovered out of his hands. An 


re in ſtraits,and die in poverty, when you may live comfortably > will you alwayes make a profeſſion of | out. And if any ſay, I but the Parliament made an Act to eſtabliſh the 01d Lawes, I anſwer, this was to 
che words of Chriſt and Scripture: the ſum whereof is this. Do as you would be done unt o, and live in love? | prevent a ſudden riſing upon the cutting off the Xing: head; but afterwards they made theſe 2. Lawes, 
And now it is come to the point of fulfilling that righteous Law: wil you not riſe up & act, I do not meane: to caſt out Kingly Power, and to make England a free Commonwealth. And they have confirmed theſe 2. 


| Lan fruicfull, that there may be no begger nor idle perſon among us; for if the waſt Land of England | freedom, they have aboliſhed that AR that held up bondage. Well, by theſe you may ſee your freedom, 


ing Land in the World, and all Engliſimen would live in peace and comfort; And this freedom is hinder- 


\ Therefore ſay we, while we have bodies that muſt be fed and cloathed , let us have earth to plant, to. | 4. This Conmon-wea!rhs Free dem, will wnite the Rong Engliſh-men together in ove , ſo that if « for 
raiſe food and rayment by our labouis, according to the Law of our Creation, and let us live like men of r4igne enemy endeavour to come in, we ſhall all mit b joynt conſent riſe up to defend aur Inheritance , and ſhall be 


brings in the curſe to be more rational and tender over our then 


g to all Nations. 
if | i . exiſts tire five from traits: Thin 
I would have all choſe Miniſters to caſt aſide their 100 J. or 2001. a yeare, and go and beg their food and 
rayment of others, and expect their Heaven hereafter, as they bid the poor men do. ; 
But you covetous bling deceivers, know this, that as 01d Adam brings Man-kind into bondage and ſtraits, 
O the d Adu brings Man- kind into Freedom, Plenty and Peace, here in this earth. while bodies are 
living upon*arth : therefore he is ſaid to be the joy of all — here on earth, and the reſtorer of the 
whole Creation, that groanes under bondage here on earth. s 
Well Eneliven, The Law ofthe — gives you a free and full Warrant to plant the Earth, and 
to live comfortably, and in love, doing as you would be done by : And condemns that covetous Kingly 


and Teraly Power of darkneſs in men, that makes ſone men ſeeke their Freedom in the Earth, and to de- | 


that freedom. And the Scriptures do eſtabliſh this Law, to caſt ouy King/y and Lordly ſelf-willed 
7 — Power, and to make — Nation in the World a free Cem onmcalih. So that you haye 
ne Scriptures to protect you, in making the earth a common Treaſury, for the comfortable Livelihood 
of your bodies, while you live upon earth. 1 
Secondly, You have both what the Army and Parliament have done to protect you, as it will appeare 
by this gradual conſideration. : | . 4 
"Firſt, King Charles was the ſucceſſour of the Ner man Conqueſt, and raigned as a Conqueror over 
- England, for his Power held the Land from us, and would rather ſec us die in poverty, or bang us up, 
then ſuffer us to plant the Commons for our livelihood. And Lords of Mannours hold claiming to the. 
2 and to the Cm, under or from t he King : ſo tbat Kings and Lordly Power, is the Power 
nelt over the People. ' 
— , Our _—_ . Army have fought againſt the Norman Conqueſt , and have caſt him 
out, and keepes the field. By vertue of which victory, both the Title of the King, and the Title of Lord: 
of Mamoexrsto the Land as Conguerers is loſt. And the Land now is as free to others as to them; yea, ae- 
cording to Devids Law, to them that ſtaid at home with the ſtuſte, as to them that went out to watre: 
And by this Victory, Englaud is made a free Commonwealth. And the common Land belongs to the youn- 
ger Brother, as the enclòſures to the elder Brother, without reſtraint. | = 
Then Thirdly#The Parliament, ſince this Victory, have made an Act or Law, to make England a free 
Commen-wealth. And by this Act they have ſet the People free, from King and Hauſe of Lords, that ruled 
a$ Conquerors over them, and have aboliſhed their ſelt · will and murdecing Lawes, with them that made 
hem. : / 
C Likewiſe they have made another Act or Law, to caſt out Xin giy Power, wherein they free the * 
from yielding obedience to the King, or to any that holds claiming under the King: Now all Lords o 
Maxnonrs, Tything-Prieſts, and Improptiator, hold claiming or Title under the K ing, but by this Act of 


Parliamem we ate freed from their Power. | as your Acts and Engagements do manifeſt, and might have the Law in Engliſb, and that Ne would now 


Then laſtly, The Parliament have made an Engagement, to maintain this preſent Common wealilu Go- 


verament, comprized within choſe 2 Acts or Lawes againſt King and Horſe of Lords. And calles upon all all men to 4s one inan for you, that if Scorch, French, Spaniards, T wrker, aud all Nations ſhould come 


Officers, Tenants , and all ſort of People to ſubſcribe ro it, declaring that thoſe that refuſe to ſubſcribe, 
ſhall have no priviledge in the Common. wealth of England, nor protection from the Lw. 


Now behold all Engli/omen, that by vertus of theſe 2. Lawes, and the Engagement, the Tenants of ſet up the fiſhing Trade, it might preſently in one weck, take a') che poor beggets out of the ſtreetes 


Copyboulds, are freed from obedience to their Lords of Afzzrers, and all poor People may build upon, 
and plant the Commons, and the Lords of Afannorr; break the Lawes of the Land, and the Engage- 
ment, and ſtill uphould the Xingly and Lordly Norman Power, if they hinder them, or ſeek to beat chem 
of from planting the Commens. 75 
Neither can the Lords of Aſannors compell their Tenants of Copy- holds, to come to theit Comrt- 
Barons, nor to be of theit ſuries, nor take an Outh to be true to them, not to pay finss, Heriots, quit- 
rents, not any homage, as formetiy, while the King and Lords were in their power. And if the Tenants 


ſtand up to maintaintheic Freedom, againſt rheir Lords oppteſſing power, the Tenants fotfeit nothing, | 


pur ate protected by the Lawes and Ergagewent of the Land. 


And if ſo be, that any poor men build them houſes, and ſow Corne upon the Commons, the Lads of | 


* | - 
Aſamers cannot compell their Tenants to beat them of: And if the Tenxnes refuſe to beat them of, hey ; | a a Aach zd. 16 %/ę%ł h 
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Ehold, belio'd, all Exelif-mer, the I and of England now is your free Inheritance: all Xi forfeir nothing, but ate protected by the Lawer and Engagement of the Lind, Bur if ſo be, that iny 
ind Leraly entanglements are declared againſt , by our Army and Parliament. The Norman| fearfull or covetous Tenant, do obey their Court- Barons, and will be of their Jury, 


raigned over you by Kg and Howſe of Lords, for about 600. yeares paſt, is now caſt out, by the Command of their Zerds, Jo beat the peor men off, from planing the Coms ons; then they have broke 


EN. 
7 
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appeares, that the work of digging upon the Commons, is not onely 


b and will ſtill pay Fines, 
Heriots, quit. Rents, or any homage as formerly, or take new Oaths, to be tive to their Lords, or at the 


the Engagement, and the Lx of tlie Lind, and both Lerds and Tenants are conſpiring to upheld or bring 
Azmy, an1co the Parlia. 


ter into a new bond of ſlavery, now you are come to the point ths may be ſtee, if yau will ſtand up 


ad if any ſay that the ould Lawes and Cuſtomes of the Land, 
axe againſt che Tenant and the poor, and intitle the Land onely to the Lords of Adanxonr: ſtill, I anſwer, 
all the ould Lawes are of no force. for they are aboliſhed, when the King and Howſe of Lord: were calt 


by the Engagement, which the People now generally do own and ſubſcribe : therefore by theſe Acts of 


and we hope the Gentrey hereafter wil chteat the poor no longer of cheir Land, and we hepe, the Afixi- 
fers hereafter will not tell the poor they have no right to the Land, for now the Land of England, is and 
ought to be a common Treaſury to all Engl5men, as the ſeverall portions of the Land of Canaan, Were 
the common Livelihhood to ſuch and ſuch a Tribe ; both to elder and yonget Brother, without reſpe& 
of perſons. If you deny this, you deny the Scriptures And now we ſliall give you ſome few encourage - 
| ments out of many, to move you to ſtand up for your freedom in the Land, by acting with Plow and 
| 


Spade upon the Commons, 


1. By this meanes within a ſhort time, there will be no begger nor idle perſon in England , which will be the 
£/ory of England, and the glory of that Goſpel, Which England ſcemes to proſe (ſe in Words. 
2. Thewaſt and common Land being improved, will bring in plenty of all Commodities, and prevent Famine, 
and pull down the prizesof Corne, to 12 d. 4 Buſpel, or leſſe. | 
3. It will prove England to be the firſt of Nations, or the tenth part of the City Baby on, which falles off 
from the coverous beaſtly Government firſt ; and that ſers the Crown of freedim non Chrifts head, to rule overs 
the Nations of rhe Worl i, andto declare him to be the joy and bleſſing of all Nations. This foould move all Go 


vernonrs to ſtrive, who ſhall be the firſt that ſhall caſt domi their Crovnes, & cepters, aud Goverument at Chriſts 
feet, and they that will not ſive Chriſt his own glory, Mall be ſbamed. 


tue one to another. Where as now, the poor ſee, if they fight , and hould conquer the Enemy, yet either they or 
MY df ves Big or the Gentrey Will have all, And this it r 
aile ur Armies in the time of need. And ſo through the Gentries hardneſs of bears againſt the peor : The 
FFS —4.— * quan — 25 hes, We can . wet 
| "4 x ng for dAy- Wares, a4 8 „ With whore we to have 
1 14 e own reite . ought 0 


5. This Freedom in planting the common Land. Will prevent robbins, ſtealing, and murdering ; and Priſons 
will not ſo mightily be filled wi ; Priſoners, and thereby — Gall prevent - borr-breckdis Tacke. of [4 = fo 
many banged every Seſſions as there are, And ſurely this impriſeuing and hanging of men u the Norman Power 
til, and cannot ftand with the Freedom of the Commun-Wealth, nor warranted by the Engagement; for by the 
Les and Engagement of the Common wealth, one on '7ht tobe hanged, nor put to death, for other pron 5 
| way be found out. And theſe that do hang or put to death their fe lem Engliſkmen, under colour of LaWes , ds 
| break the LaWwes and the E g. Cement for ſo doing, and caſts themſelves from under the preteflion of the Com- 
mon- wealth, and are trayters to Englands freedom, and uplulder; of the K ingly murdering Power. 
6. This freedom in the earth, is the poores rightby the aw of Creation, and equity of the Seripenres, for the 
earth was not made for a ſew, but for whole Mankind, for God is ro reſpeltor of Perſons. | | 
Now theſe few Contiderations, we offer to all England and we appeale to the judgment of all rational 
and righteous men; whether this we ſpeak, be not that ſubſtantiall Truth brought forth into action, 
which Miniſtert have preached up, and all religious men have made profeſſion of; for certaialy, God 
who is the King of righteouſneſs, is not a God of words only, but of deeds; for it is the badge of hypo- 
criſie, for a man to ſay, and not to do. Therefore we leave this with you all, having peace in our 2 
by declating faithfully to you, chis light that is in us, and which we do not onely ſpeake and write, but 
which we do eaſily act and practiſe. Likewiſe we write ic, as a Letter of congratulation , and e 


ment to our dear fellow E ngliſ>-men, that have begun to digge upon the Commons, there y king poſ- 
the 


ſeſſion of their freedom in Millinborem in Nerthamptonſaire: And at Cox Hal in Kent , waiting 
Chaines of laviſh fear to break, and fall off from « 4 hearts of othets in other Countries, till at laſt, 
whole Land is filled wich the knowledge and lighteouſneſs of the reſtoring power, whuch is Chrif himſelf, 
Abrahams ſeed, who will ſpread himſelf, till he become the joy of all Nations. | 
* Theſe Worthies in Parkament hath ſince this Engagement, given power to Commillioners to ſome very 
. honeſt men, to call all Charchwardens, and all Celletors and Overſeers of the poor to an account, and 
| thoſe that have received any thing for the poor of Ireland ton : likewiſe for theſe ſeven years palt , they 
ſit ſometimes in the 1r; Chamber, in Gil - Halt ſometimes in ue pn Inne in Flreiſtreete; Faz cas 
pre information, that any thing is detained or kept back from the poor in or about London, they may 
heard; and we hope the © ountrey may have the like © ommiſſioners granted them, and we hope thus 
this Honourable Houſe will lkewiſe paſſe that large AR for the releaſing ot Priſoners for Debt; and that 
Potter; Liſt may be paid, as well as the reformades, for many pcor Widdowes and others, that eve 
charge, and are much in want, would be joyfull to ſee the Souldiery paid, that have preſerved the Nation 
| under God, it would be a meanes to make poor men willing to vencer their Lives and Eſtates, if they ſee 
thoſe that have ventured their Lives were truly paid, ard were made partakers of a free Commonwealth, 


begin to do 28 you would be done unto, which is the fulfilling oft he Law and the Goſpel, it would make 


againſt this free Commonwealth, they would ſo unanimouſly ſtand together, and God would ſo bleſſe l 
your ptocee dings, that they ſhould not invade this ſtee Commonwealth; and alſo if you would preſencly 


ſet Thouſands to work, to ſpmning, and making of Nets, it would bring down the price of all Dyet, wich · 
| inthree mont is time: this would be the greateſt Honour to this Perliarrent, that ever you did you 
mer, and would urite all parties to you in a ſhort time if truly performed by you. If the faſhing Trade were 
ſer up, there might be more fiſh for one thilling, then now is for 4. if the lick might not ingrofle ig into 
their hands, as now they do all thing 
| ferrard Winſtanley, Richard Maidley. Thomas james. folm Dickins. Jolm Palmer. John Sanch Elder. 
| Nathaniel Holcomb. Thomas Edcer. Henry Barton. Folm Font h. face He ard. Thomas Burna. Anthony | 
Wren. elm Hayman. William Hitchcock, Henry Hancocke. Jolm But y. Thomas Starre. Thomas Alma, 
Caultan. Thomas South. Robert Saycar. Daniel Freland, Habert Draper. Kebert Cofter, And divers 
others that were not preſent whea this went to the Preſſe. * 


— 


